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Feb 4,1995

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Its time again when you all want to know whats happening up

here in northernmss. Michigan.It looks like now I will be unable
to retire in March. Besser management changed the the contract
forcing me to work two months longer. The local union has forced
this complaint into arbitration. Its likely to cost Besser Co

50 to 100,000 dollars.

Deer seasorn, last season was a real bummer. I shot at three bucks
and lost all three. My deer call is working very good but I

caNt hit a darn thing. However I saw three bobcats and sixty
nine deer in seven days.This was one my better years in this

. regard.

We all have enjoyed good health so far this winter. However

36 years of shop work is taking it,s toll on me. After retirement
I will be able to take daily walks and rest when I get tired.

My biggest concern is likely to be money problems. College cost
and health problems can beat the bravest of men. I feel however
this is the risk I must take this time in my life.

I am sure glad Elaine has decided to come back to Michigan for
good. Now we will all have the time to visit her,yes even
brother john.

I am looking foreward to spring as I am getting tired of cabin
fever. Winter does however bring back memories of yesteryear.
This is one of many things God has blessed us with.

I will have to close for now and and may God Bless each and
every one of you.

Your Loving Brother,

P
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DUMONT FAMILY LETTER 2-20-95
FROM BROTHER MARTY

I RECEIVED THE LETTERS SATURDAY AND WE HAD A
GOOD TIME READING THEM SO I GUESS I CAN GET IT
ON THE ROAD AND ELAINE WILL RECEIVE IT BEFORE
MARCH ARRIVES.

WE WILL BE ON OUR WAY TO THE BAHAMAS IN THREE
WEEKS AND A GOOD TEN DAY VACATION. I CAN'T
WAIT. THE WEATHER YESTERDAY WAS WARM. THE
UPPER 50'S BUT I WOULD IMAGINE WE WILL GET
ABOUT TWO MORE STORMS BEFORE SPRING WILL
COME.

I JUST TALKED TO ELAINE ABOUT A WEEK AGO SO

I DON'T HAVE ANY NEW NEWS FOR HER.

JOE, I WOULD IMAGINE YOU ARE ALL TRIPPED
OUT. YOU SURE ARE A LUCKY GUY TO BE ABLE TO
TRAVEL AND ENJOY ALL THAT WONDERFUL SOUTHERN
WARMTH. MY 92 BUICK NOW HAS 109,000 AND I
THINK IT HAS ANOTHER 109,000 TO GO.

SIS AND ROG. SHALIMAAR SHIRAH IS JUST A
BEAUTIFUL HORSE. I AM SURE YOU ARE PROUD OF
HIM. I KNOW I WOULD BE. HOPE ALL IS WELL
THERE.

JANICE AND JEAN-—-

I TRUST ALL IS GETTING A WHOLE LOT BETTER
WITH YOU TWO. I ENVY ALL YOU GUYS WANTING
TO RETIRE. I HAVE NINE YEARS LEFT AND 1
SHALL DO THE SAME. JEAN, OUR FRIEND HERE



WHO HAD THE SAME OPERATION AS YOU IS DOING VERY

WELL ALSO. HE IS BACK DOING CARPENTRY WORK AND
HAS NO AFTER EFFECTS. THATS GOOD NEWS, HEY.

FRANK, I CAN'T BELIEVE THAT YOU WROTE A BOOK. I
HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO WRITE FOUR PAGES AT ONE
TIME SINCE I WAS IN THE SERVICE. GOOD GOING.

I SURE MISS COMING UP TO SEE THE DEER. I HOPE
YOU ARE STILL FEEDING THEM. I WILL SEE YOU ONE
OF THESE DAYS.

JACK, I GUESS ITS GOING TO BE A COUPLE OF MONTHS
YET TILL YOU RETIRE. YOU HAVEN'T SAID HOW LONG
IT IS BEFORE PAT RETIRES. JUST THINK, ALL YOU
WILL HAVE TO DO GO FOR WALKS AND HIT THE ROAD

e ONCE IN A WHILE. GREAT JOB ON THE TYPING.

JIM, YOU SURE ARE A LUCK GUY TO HAVE A BRAND
NEW DODGE RAM 2500-- I HOPE YOU USED YOUR FARM
BUREAU DISCOUNT FOR ANOTHER $500 DOLLARS OFF
ON THAT NEW MACHINE. THAT SHOULD HAVE NO
PROBLEM PULLING THAT TRAVEL TRAILER. I TRUST
THAT YOU WILL BE OVER IN THE BATTLE CREEK AREA
CHECKING OUT DUMONT LAKE. WE ARE ALL EXCITED
TO HEAR HOwW IT IS.

AS FOR US, DANA IS EXPECTING THE LAST OF JULY
OR THE FIRST OF AUGUST. SHARI HAS MOVED TO
HER OWN APARTMENT AND I AM PREPARING TO BE
~ A GRANDPA. I GUESS I AM READY. GOT TO GO.
LOVE
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Cadillac, MI- 49601 i ; March 10,1295
Dear Family:

First to explain my goof of the last letter. I was using the scrap letter attacksd
as a backup sheet and didn't look very well at what I was doing, in haste to get the
letters ready to mail. My feelings on insurance have been firmed up of late by sad
experience. Whote Life Ins., is for the suckers, especially if you have to bowwow from
. it, they git you on interest on both ends. If you need the money, surrender the policy
for what ever value it has. Term is fine for a limited purpose = dump it when the
purpose is completed.

We shortened our Florida winter vacation to less than 3 weeks due to the migtake of
renting a place that you haven't lived in before, or can't control the quality of
maintenance. The owner wouldn't fix the substandard items - so we had to leave. We
will probably loose $400 or so on the deal. -Lettgzsa lesson to all of you, don't rent
or lease any thing for longer than a weekend without looking it over very very well.
We switched to our timeshare for two weeks on the way beck home. We would get about
one day per week of good weather. You were better off at home this winter.

It appears that we may be on the verge of an early spring, if the weather man is
correct. We received plenty of snow and cold since we got home.

I have had to start high blood pressure treatment due to what, I don't yet know,
probably due to our wonderful travel experience of late.

Mary, I don't understand your stationary, it sure appears that you have started a
branch of your own, don't get on a branch and get sawed off some day. Ve all pray
that youall will be guided by Christ and his servents in your undertakings.

The horse is truly a beauty if God ever made one. e are very happy for Jan and

Robert.

Jan, you sure are getting into this retirement thing, go go go. Jean there will
be better days ahead, just learn to go with the flow and take time to smell the flowers
and kkck some cans as we observe what God has placed here for our use in this short

stay on earth.




Frank 1 can't believe you wrote that long letter, what ever got into you?

Our youngest, Joe, has also gust gained child custody of his son. This kind of
thing aprears to be a sign of our time. I hate to see s child away from its mother
for very long, but it appears necessary, more and more latelly. Betty, encourage him
to continue writing long letter.

Jim, EXX I hope you have time to wear-out that truck gnd not let it rust to desth
in the side yard, it really looks nice. Keep us informed on the sites you visit, as
well as the Grand kids.

John, typing looks good for you, keep it up. I wish I didn't make so many mistakes,
I make so many that I giveup correcting them. I often wish that I was close enough
to the old farm to enjoy it now and then in the good seasons of the year.

Marty we all hope your vacation ththe Behamas was restful and safe. Also that it
was warmer than when we went there in '88. Which Buick do you have that is so good?
Our Mercury has just turned 100,000 miles and appears to be excellent yet. It apnears’
that the cars gsre getting better in our advancing years., Are those Farm Bureau discounts
on anything but farm vehicles? Grand kids are really starting to count up in this
family.

Elaine we have given you most of the news by phone during the winter. We had a
week mext door to Daytona and then a week on Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. The
ideal time to visit those areas is early spring or early fall, with more predictable
weather and beautiful plants. I expect there would be more people also. Savanna, GA
is quite nice most of the time, we had a beautiful day there.

We will be looking for you soon and are ready to assist when ever you need, just aske.

God bless you all for now,

il ke
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&l/’ 3-29-95

DEAR LOVED ONES:
THIS LAST ROUND TOOK ABOUT THREE AND A HALF MONTHS TO MAKE
THE TRIP. ARE WE LONESOME OR WHAT.

FRANK, YOU SURE DID WRITE A LONG LETTER. I HOPE DAVE, ALLEN,
CHRIS AND AMBER CAN MAKE A GO OF IT. IT WILL SURE SAY A LOT
FOR DADS IF THEY CAN PULL IT OFF. TI'VE BEEN HEARING A LOT
ABOUT YOUR ESCAPADES (HOSPITAL VISITS) LATELY. 1I'M SURE
ANOTHER SERMON FROM ME WON'T HELP. THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
DIVINE HELP CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE. YOUR "OUT OF BODY"
EXPERIENCE LAST SUMMER SOUNDS LIKE WHAT HAPPENED IN THE

BOOK "EMBRACED BY THE LIGHT". HAVE YOU READ IT YET?

I WANT TO GO UP NORTH FOR A FEW DAYS THIS SPRING. I WANT TO
LOOK FOR LOCAL WRITINGS ABOUT THAT AREA IN THE EARLY 1900'S.
SOMEBODY WROTE A BOOK CALLED "BECKONING HANDS". THE SETTING
IS AROUND CEDAR LAKE AND THE SARADELLA FARM. I HAVEN'T BEEN
ABLE TO TRACK IT DOWNABOOK STORES AND BOOK SEARCH COMPANIES
DOWN HERE. T

WE EXPECT ELAINE HERE ON THE 13TH OF APRIL. SHE IS SHIPPING
HER CAR HERE AND WANTS TOM TO TAKE IT TO THE DEALERSHIP AND
WORK IT OVER. WE WILL TRY TO DO SOME RUNNING AROUND WHILE
THAT HAPPENS. FOR SURE WE WILL GO TO SIS'S AND MAYBE BOTH

OF US WILL GET A PERM.

JOHN - FOR THE MOST PART - RETIREMENT IS GREAT. IT TAKES A
WHILE TO COME UP WITH A WORKABLE ROUTINE. AT OTHER TIMES I
FEEL DEPRESSED. ITS NICE TO SLEEP IN MOST MORNINGS AND NOT
HAVE A RIGID TIMETABLE TO GET THINGS DONE. JEAN HAS BEEN
BUSY EVERYDAY GETTING A RENTAL HOUSE READY. SINCE HIS DOCTOR
TOLD HIM HE COULD DO MOST ANYTHING (EXCEPT HEAVY LIFTING) HE
HAS BEEN THERE MOST EVERY DAY FOR THE LAST MONTH. RON WILL BE
TAKING OVER THAT HOUSE ON A LAND CONTRACT. HE WILL RENT THE
HOUSE OUT AND USE THE 3-CAR GARAGE TO DO COUNTERTOPS AND ETC.
IN. HE INSULATED IT TOP AND SIDES AND PUT A FURNACE IN.

HER JOB REQUIRES THEM TO LIVE ON THE PREMISES.

SOME OF YOU HAVE HEARD THAT JIM AND CAROLYN ARE GRANDPARENTS.
MEGAN AMELIA ARRIVED LAST THURSDAY SAFE AND SOUND. WOULD YOU




BELIEVE THE GRANDPARENTS LOST 3 DAYS WORK EACH TO GET THIS
BIRTH ACCOMPLISHED? LIFE IS HARD.

MARTY AND SONDA - HOW WERE THE BAHAMAS? I EXPECT YOU ARE

BACK HOME AND HARD AT WORK. SEE IF YOU GUYS CAN BECOME
GRANDPARENTS WITH A LITTLE LESS HYPE. I CAN SEE ONE DAY -

BUT THREE?

JOE - HIGH BLOOK PRESSURE MUST RUN IN THE FAMILY. I HAVE IT
AND TOM AND JIM BOTH TAKE MEDICATION FOR IT. IT'S WHEN YOU
DON'T KNOW YOU HAVE IT THAT YOU CAN GET INTO TROUBLE. 1I'VE
BEEN TAKING MEDICINE FOR IT FOR TEN YEARS ALREADY.

IT'S TOO BAD YOUR FLORIDA TRIP HAD TO END EARLY. BUT I GUESS
YOU LEARN FROM EXPERIENCE. I REALLY DON'T YEARN TO GO DOWN
SOUTH. I HAVE TO STAY OUT OF THE SUN SO A CRUISE THAT WAY
WILL BE A ONE TIME THING IF AT ALL.

JOE - DON'T WORRY ABOUT SIS AND ROGER. THEY ARE MORE TUNED

IN TO THE LORD THAN MOST OF US. THEY HAVE A WONDERFUL MINISTRY
VISITING AND PRAYING WITH THE SICK AND DYING. THIS ALSO TAKES
CONSIDERABLE TIME AND FUNDS. WE HAVE CALLED THEM FOR PRAYERS
ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS.

OUR ROBERT AND VICKIE GOT MARRIED LAST WEEK. HER TWO CHILDREN
JEREMY AND JESSICA WERE THEIR ATTENDANTS. THEY PLAN A YARD
RECEPTION IN JULY. WE NOW HAVE EIGHT BIRTH GRANDCHILDREN AND
FIVE STEP-GRANDCHILDREN. TOM AND GALE EXPECT AGAIN IN EARLY
SEPTEMBER.

MY CORRECT TAPE RAN OUT SO IF YOU FIND ANY MISTAKES - SO BE IT.
I GUESS I'LL BE LIKE JOE AND SAY I DON'T CARE NO MORE-NO MORE.

LOVE TO ALL FEW DOZEN OF YOU,

1}
WE HOPE TO SEE ALL OF YOU &/V/ég\\
THIS SUMMER. A DATE SHOULD <o ,,-//

BE DECIDED ON SO OTHER O3
VACATION PLANS CAN BE MADE.
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Arabian Stud Straight Egyptian Bloodlines FAX (810) 724-2577
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HALIMAAK SHIRAH

Arabian Stud
A THE PYRAMID REPORT

(El Halimaar x Marhaia)
Shown by Donna Mulinski in English Pleasure
Shown by David Mulinski in Halter - World Class Stallions

TOP TEN WORLD CLASS HALTER STALLION - and -
Shalimaar Shirah won his

Maiden English Pleasure Class,

Open English Pleasure Class, and went
Reserve Champion in Open English Pleasure.
Stud Fee: $1,200

Owned by Roger and Mary Bruce

Ro-Mar Arabian Stud

685 N. Summers Road - Imlay City, Ml 48444
Res. & Bus. 810-724-6003

ARABIAN HORSE TIMES * AUGUST '95
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Cadillac, 1
Aug. 10, 1995

Dear Family:

lost of you know thaet Jackies Aunt liargaret had been in the process of moving
into & unit similar to what Mom was in at Imlay City. She had found a buyer for
her home. On Aug 3rd she was in a buss accident with 17 others from the living
unit and 3 staff workers. Five died and three others are in guasrded condition.
Aunt Margaret was thought to be doing well but on the 8th she had a bad epricode
that we thought might be a slight stroke, it started just before we visited and
lasted for several hours, followed by many tests. Apparently negative results on
the tests. We just learned that she will be moving to a Ree-Hab Unit tomowrow
morning, which is good news. Thanks for all your prayees for her well being. This
letter has been delayed several days waiting for accident recovery reesults, and I
just didn't feel like writing or typing under the stress circumstances.

We were quite worried by the unexplained absence of one part of the family at
the reugion until we heard that they had their one reunion on the beach a couple of
miles away. Phones are wonderful devices guys.

Apparently all of the family are in reasonably good health for a change, even the
questionable members seemed in fine shape for the shape they are in. Retirement can
be very healthful if you give it a chance., I must confess that recent events have
raised both of our blood pressures.

Following the reunion, we and our daughter (Denise's family) visited the cemetary
and the old farm as far as the river picnic site. The change Js remarkable since the
cattle haven't been around to eat most everything that grew, its becomming a wildlife
haven.

I have the feeling that Elaine has completed her move in good fashion and many
good times are to come. We are all with you in any needs that you have.

Aunt Ermas visit to the reunion was a treet for us and I think she enjoyed herself,
the same for Chuck.

I felt that John and Frank did a good job on the reurion and their worries vroved
to be unfounded exceptfor some s-wal members that shall be un named. Thanks loads to
all the family members that helped. Marty feel that his family is the next in age
seniority and has already reserved most of the hardware for next August 7

I expect Jim's are seasoned tr:siler people now that they have survived the shake-
down cruises.

As for new Grand Parents, we are fresh out of non Grand Parents snd are down to
acting Grand Parent Elaine. Good luck to all the new family arrivals and may they
all prosper in Gods graces,

"ary, son Joe tried to contact Clara Watson on his last trip out west but got no
answer with two tries. Fe was busy and didn't think to write down the ophone number.

I also remember hearing about the Cedar Lake'mistery book. It seems that I read
or heard alot about the story. I heard a lot from Dad about the area history.

I have a hunch that Martin is etting too much aguainted with us retirees and our
ways, next thing you know he wil¥gfretired but claiming to be working, on the side of
cource.

N

See youall ne;j/time, Go? Rless

‘4ff"'
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HELLO EVERYONE JULY 17TH, 1995

HAVE BEEN SETTING ON THE LETTERS HOPEING THAT THE BABY
WOULD BE HERE, BUT NO LUCK SO GUESS I WILL GET THEM OUT.
TALKED TO ELAINE THE OTHER DAY AND ALL IS WELL THERE.

JOE, I AM STARTING TO FEEL SORRY FOR YOU. YOU COMPLAIN
ABOUT YOUR TYPEWRITER MAKING MISTAKES, YOUR TRAVEL
PLANS GOING SOUR, YOUR LIFE INSURANCE GOING BAD. MAYBE |
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A PROFESSIONAL AND HAVE THEM HELP |
YOU OUT. AT LEAST IF THEY SCREW UP, THEN YOU HAVE SOME

PERSON TO BLAME.

SIS, IT SOUNDS LIKE LIKE ALL IS GOING JUST FINE WITH YOU. I
GUESS IF YOU HAVE IT ALL STRAIGHT WITH GOD, THEN EVERY
THING ELSE WILL FALL INTO LINE.

JANICE, NO WE WILL NOT TAKE THREE DAYS OFF OF WORK WHEN
THE NEW BABY ARRIVES. SONDA PLANS A VACATION AT THAT
TIME AND SHE WILL GO DOWN AND SPEND A WEEK WITH DANA
AND BABY. GRANDPA WILL STAY HOME AND TAKE CARE OF HIS
BUSINESS . JEAN, I HOPE ALL IS GOING GOOD WITH YOU. YOU
SHOULD TAKE IT EASY AND NOT OVERDO IT.

FRANK, BY THE TIME I SEE YOU, KEVIN AND MARY WILL PROBABLY
HAVE THEIR BABY . AM REALLY GOING TO BE GLAD WHEN THIS NEXT
MONTH IS OVER . MY SECRETARY HAD TO ASK FOR TWO MONTHS OFF
SO I AM LEARNING THE WORD PERFECT FOR DUMMIES.

JACK, I BET YOU ARE KEEPING BUSY. I CAN'T WAIT FOR NINE YEARS

TO GO BY SO I CAN OFFICIALLY HANG IT UP AND START DOING THE |
THINGS THAT I WANT TO DO FOR A CHANGE. HOW DOES PAT LIKE |
HAVING YOU HOME MAKING ALL THOSE HANDY MAN JOBS COME

TRUE.

JIM, YOU ARE NOW OFFICIALLY RETIRED. I WILL TRY TO FIND SOME
JOBS FOR YOU TO DO. GIVE ME SOME TIME. SONDA WOULD LIKE TO
PUT VYNAL SIDEING ON THE HOUSE NEXT YEAR BUT I WOULD LIKE
TO PUT IT OFF FOR ANOTHER TEN YEARS. HOWS THAT. SEE YOU ALL
AT THE PICNIC.

LOVE,

SONDA AND MARTY
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May 17, 1995

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As you all know by now a Dumont family reunion will take place
here in Ossineke Mich, on August 5 th of 1995. The hall is
located on US 23 at the blinker light. This is known as
downtown Ossineke for those from the big cities. The flyer
from Frank indicated 1 to 5 however the hall should be open

by 10 AM. Please inform Betty as to how many hungry souls

will be there.

Two miles away is the Ossineke beach. One mile away is the
Dinosaur Gardens. The farm is just twenty eight miles away
for those that like adventure. Since my camera was recently
stolen by a over zealous gremlin. I would suggest you all
bring a camera. This year we will not need chairs, tables
or bug spray. Just notify Betty as to how many are planning
on coming. ‘

I have finally retired from Bessers. It sure seems strange
to be forced outegpbed at (anytime). I believe the secret

of retirement is you can control your own destiny. Working
you have very little control over your life, it's better
known as strees.

I have 450 ft of cyclone fence to teardown and replace.

this year. This should keep me out of trouble atleast for
now. I have tried also to get in the habit of walking up to
two miles a day. I just don't want to add fat to other health
problems.

I will have to close for now and see you all on August 5th.

Your Loving Brother,

Market Page Wan

John
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RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

JOHN A. DUMONT

John joined Besser Company in 1957 as a factory janitor. He
worked on the stationary drill, milling machine, and straightening
press until 1966. John transferred to Department 70, Grinding, in
December 1966 as a band saw operator. In addition to the band saw,
John also operates the threader and chamfering machines located in
Department 70.

John and his wife, Patricia, have some "mini trips" within
Michigan planned for the near future. Years ago, John enjoyed
trout fishing and looks forward to starting that hobby up again
also. It won’t be all fun and relaxation, as John states he has a
fence to replace as well as a lot of yard work to keep him busy.

John and his wife reside in Ossineke. They have three
children and three grandchildren all living in Michigan.

After 36 years of service, John will retire on Friday,

5 May. Please stop by Department 70 and join us in wishing him the
best in his retirement.
) ,
_Aang ¥ xﬁll&ué&\d
Janet Behnke

Personnel Dept.
1 May 1995
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SEPTEMBER 23, 1995

DEAR BROTHERS, SISTERS, SPOUSES AND FOLLOWERS:

I GUESS IT'S TIME TO GET THIS SHOW ON THE ROAD AGAIN. AS SOME
OF YOU HAVE HEARD, TOM AND GALE HAD A BABY GIRL ON LABOR DAY.
HOW'S THAT FOR PLANNING? HER NAME IS ABIGALE MARIE - WEIGHT

WAS 7 LBS. 11 0ZS. ALL ARE DOING WELL.

GM HAS TRANSFERRED JOE BACK TO MICHIGAN WITH ABOUT TWO WEEKS
NOTICE. HE IS STAYING WITH US FOR NOW. PAT STAYED IN MINNEAPOLIS
AS THE KIDS HAD JUST STARTED SCHOOL. HE WENT HOUSE HUNTING AND
SHE FLEW IN ONE MORNING - LOOKED AT THREE POSSIBILITIES, THEY
MADE AN OFFER - IT WAS ACCEPTED - THE CLOSING IS NEXT FRIDAY.
THE PEOPLE ARE MOVING OUT RIGHT AWAY SO I'LL BET PAT AND THE
KIDS ARE HERE WITHIN THE NEXT MONTH. THEY DON'T HAVE TO BE IN
THEIR MINNEAPOLIS HOUSE TO SELL IT AND GM WILL BUY IT IF IT DOES'NT
SELL WITHIN TWO MONTHS. MEANWHILE HER PARENTS ARE GIVING THEM A
SHORT TERM LOAN UNTIL ALL THAT CAN BE RESOLVED. WE ARE HAPPY TO
HAVE THEM LOCAL AGAIN. THAT WILL LEAVE ONLY CHUCK IN RENO.
WHILE UP AT THE REUNION, I WAS ABLE TO TRACK DOWN THE BOOK CALLED
"BECKONING HANDS" AT THE LIBRARY IN HARRISVILLE. THEY HAD TWO
COPIES BUT I COULDN'T CHECK IT OUT BECAUSE I DIDN'T HAVE A
MICHIGAN STICKER ON MY LOCAL LIBRARY CARD. I DID LEARN THAT IT
WAS CONSIDERED FICTION. NEXT TIME I GO UP THERE I WILL CHECK IT
OUT AND READ IT. WE DID SEE A FEW OLD BARNS THAT WERE PART OF
THE SARADELLA FARM.

SPEAKING OF LIBRARIES, I'VE BEEN VOLUNTEERING AT OUR NEW ONE IN
ROCHESTER. "FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY" COLLECT AND SORT USED BOOKS
FOR SALES ABOUT FOUR TIMES A YEAR. LAST YEAR "THE FRIENDS"
DONATED MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS BACK TO THE
LIBRARY. I HAVE WORKED ABOUT 50 HOURS SINCE SUMMER STARTED.
SOME OF IT IS VERY EXHAUSTING. JEAN DOESN'T SEEM TO MIND SO

I'M STARTING TO GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY FOR ALL THE TIMES I
WAS TOO BUSY RAISING A FAMILY AND WORKING. I DO ENJOY IT.




-3-

LAST WEEKEND JOE DECIDED HE WOULD PAINT OUR LIVINGROOM AND KITCHEN
FOR US. WE DIDN'T WANT TO TACKLE IT BECAUSE OF THE 30 FT. SPAN ON
THE CEILING. WE ARE GLAD TO HAVE THAT DONE. WE STILL HAVE THE
BACK HALL, LANDING AND STAIRS TO THE BASEMENT TO DO. THIS MORNING
I TAPED ALL THE WOOD TRIM IN THOSE AREAS. THIS AFTERNOON I MADE

A BATCH OF OATMEAL COOKIES AND A PEACH COBBLER. I HAVEN'T MADE
ONE OF THOSE IN A LONG, LONG TIME. I HOPE IT"S GOOD.

MOST OF YOUR LETTERS WERE WRITTEN BEFORE THE REUNION SO I FEEL
LIKE WE'VE COVERED A LOT OF IT AT THE REUNION.

JOE AND JACKIE, I HOPE YOUR AUNT MARGARET HAS RECOVERED FROM ALL
HER INJURIES.

THINGS HAVE SLOWED DOWN HERE TOO. THE RENTAL HOUSE IS FINISHED
AND RON HAS TAKEN IT OVER. HE SEEMS HAPPY AND PROUD TO BE A LAND
OWNER EVEN IT HE DOESN'T LIVE THERE.

JEAN IS ALWAYS BUSY WITH ONE PIECE OF MACHINERY OR ANOTHER.

HE IS NOW OVERHAULING A TRANSMISSION JACK FOR MIKE. MIKE WILL
RESELL IT ON HIS SNAP-ON TOOL ROUTE AND I EXPECT SHARE THE PROFIT
WITH HIS DAD. THEY DON'T TELL ME THE DETAILS BECAUSE HE (JEAN)
DOESN'T WANT ME TO KNOW HOW MUCH MONEY HE HAS. HA HA. IF I REALLY
WANT TO KNOW I COULD JUST COUNT IT WHILE HE SLEEPS - HF TAKES QUITE
A FEW NAPS - ONE AFTER BREAKFAST, ONE AFTER LUNCH, AND ONE AFTER
SUPPER. ALL KIDDING ASIDE - HE USES HIS STASH TO PURCHASE LAWN
MOWERS AND ETC. REBUILDS AND RESELLS. HE ENJOYS MAKING SOMETHING
RUN THAT WOULDN'T.

I GUESS I WILL CLOSE THIS ONE. EVERYTHING SEEMS TO BE OK HERE AT
THE MOMENT. NEXT YEAR WE HAVE A LOT PLANNED FOR SPRING. WE WANT
TO PUT GUTTERS ON THE HOUSE, PUT IN A SIDEWALK, LANDSCAPE THE
FRONT AND BUILD A 24 x 30 GARAGE. ALSO, WE HOPE TO TRAVEL MORE
NEXT YEAR.

IF THIS DOESN'T GET BACK TO ME BEFORE CHRISTMAS-
HAVE A HAPPY ONE. LOVE TO ALL FROM ELAINE DOWN TO ABBY.
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Nov 29, 1995

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It looks like the family letter has arrived again. It is also
the season for deer, santa and bankrolling Uncle Sam.

As for deer a new record was set (102) deer seen down on the
farm in 1995. I was also able to corral one buck out: of three.
I also set a second record by downing a porcupine loaded three
pointer. There has ben ten taken so far in that area. This is
2 or 3 below normal.

As for santa he has a new nine inch snowfall to deal with along
with four yesterday. I am so happy I do not have to worry about
going to work in this kind of weather. Retirement (with) social
security should be close to heavenly peace.

We have all ben free of sickness so far this winter. I firmly
believe more sleep and exercise is the secret. The lowering
of stress is also helpful.

Todds family recently got settled in Escanaba. This is the sun
belt of the Upper Penninsula, or so they say.

Sis and Rog the horse picture is down right beautiful.

It looks like the farm house has ben abandoned for the fourth
or fifth time. There sure has ben many memories left in that
house even thought the outside has changed in appearance.

I will have to close for now and wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

With Love,

John, Pat and Family
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HI SISTERS AND BROTHERS

JUST GOT THE LETTTERS THIS MORNING AND THOUGHT I BETTER GET
THEM OUT RIGHT AWAY AS ELAINE IS GOING TO JANICE AND JEANS
FOR CHRISTMAS AND MAY WANT TO TAKE THE LETTERS WITH HER. I
AM SO GLAD THAT SHE WILL BE DOWN TO ROCHESTER RATHER THAN
BEING SNOWED IN UP NORTH.

I TALK TO ELAINE SO MUCH THAT I DO NOT HAVE ANY GOOD NEWS
FOR HER EXCEPT THAT ALYSSA WILL BE VISITING US FOR HER FIRST
CHRISTMAS EVER. I CAN’T BELIEVE HOW MUCH A PERSON CAN LOVE
A GRANDCHILD.

I FELT LIKE CRYING THIS MORNING WHEN THIS LADY IN PANAMA CITY
FOUND TWO BABY’S IN A BAG IN A BATHROOM . THEY WERE SO
BEAUTIFUL AND THEY CALLED THEM MARY AND JOSEPH. ITS SO SAD.

JOE, YOU SEEM TO BE DOING QUITE WELL WITH RETIREMENT. I CAN’T
WAIT. I AM SO ENVIOUS OF ALL YOU RETIREES.

SIS, THE PICTURE OF SHALIMAAR SHIRAH IS SO BEAUTIFUL. I JUST LOVE
HORSES. ITS TO BAD THAT WE DID NOT HAVE MORE OF THEM ON THE
FARM. ROGERS NEW JOB SOUNDS INTERESTING WITH THE CHURCH.

GOD BLESS HIM FOR ALL HIS WORK.

JAN, YOU HAVE SOME AMBITIOUS PLANS AFTER THE FIRST OF THE ‘YEAR.
WISH I WAS CLOSER SO I COULD VOLUNTEER SOME EVENINGS.

FRANK, THOSE NEIGHBORS DOWN THE ROAD WHO SAID WE WOULD HAVE
A LOT OF SNOW WERE SURE RIGHT. WE DON’T HAVE MUCH HERE BUT
SOME OF YOU TO THE NORTH SURE HAVE MORE THAN THEIR SHARE. YOU
ARE SURE LUCKY TO HAVE SOME OF THE KIDS AND GRAND KIDS SO CLOSE.

JOHN, I GUESS ALL YOU WILL BE DOING THIS WINTER IS SHOVELING SNOW.
WE GOT A CARD FROM TODD AND WERE SURPRISED TO FIND OUT THAT
THEY WERE WAY UP IN ESCANABA. LETS HOPE ALL GOES WELL FOR THEM.

JIM, WE SURE HAVEN'T SEEN MUCH OF YOU GUYS. I THOUGHT THAT AFTER



YOU RETIRED THAT WE WOULD SEE A LOT OF YOU, BUT NO SUCH LUCK.
YOU ARE SO LUCKY TO HAVE MEGHAN SO CLOSE. IT WOULD BE BAD
IF THEY DECIDED TO FIND A JOB SOMEPLACE ELSE NOW THAT YOU ARE

SO CLOSE TO THEM.

WE ARE PLANING A TRIP TO MAUI ON MARCH 20TH. WE PLAN TO BE
THEIR FROM THE 20TH TO THE 30TH. WE HAVE BEEN TO OAHU ABOUT
15 OR 20 YEARS AGO BUT NEVER TO MAUI. IT WILL BE A WELCOMED

REST.

I HAVE BABBLED ON LONG ENOUGH. HOPE YOU ALL HAD A MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. LOVE TO ALL.

GRANDPA MARTY AND GRANDMA SONDA

P.S. FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO SET ON THE LETTERS FOR A MONTH OR
LONGER, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE RELATIVES OUT THERE WHO
ARE EAGER FOR THE NEWS SO PLEASE DON’T SET ON THEM. THANKS.

ALSO, PLEASE SEE PICTURE ATTACHED FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE
NOT SEEN IT, MOM AND DADS GRAVE HAS A NEW CROSS ON IT. HOW
DO YOU LIKE IT?.




