‘:adillac, MI ) 1-8~192

Dear Family: ’

In gnswer to your biannual letter packet. The plan for the annual reunion gettogether
is July 25th here in Cadillac, with a backup date of July 18th in cgse of serious conflict.
Jim has an apparent conflict in August as far as I have information on this date. If there
is unavoidable conflict, please let us know at your earliest convenience. The cherries will
be full season in the Grahd Traverse area, and the wild blueberries will be in season as
well as the tame strawberries, for the fruit pickers, The blackberries may be just starting,

No vacations of any serious nature for us to report in this letter, all our plans fell
short. Denise and her family are now living in Haslett, Just NE of East Lansing. Yvonne;
Steve and Ron are all living just North of Cadillac., Mike in Bradenton FL. Kathy in
Cheboygan WI., Joe in St. Joseph MI. Ken in Grand Rapids, MI. Tim just south of Midland,
Tim and Deb are building a new home,

. We have two expected grand children in the Summer, for an expected total of seven.

Our snow is very short in depth for this time of year, We do have the ground covered,
expecially in the woods. The expectstions for this winter is for warmer and less snow, I
expect a dry to very dry April thru November, judging from my weather history studies for
this area. I have records from 1929, and we have had six very dry years in that time frame,
withg the dryest following extreme wet years. Our last wwo years have been very wet thru
the growing season. The time between extreme wet or dry years varies from 5 to 13 or more
years., We are now over 13 years from the last very dry year,

All of our family is working at the present time, but layoffs are periodic. I hope all
of you and yours are aiiz to work as needed. I am still planning on some work if I can find
it, at least part time. We have to keep busy to féel right. T doubt that any of us could
retire cold turkey without going nuts, I

Love Jackge f’J
PS See you all at the reunion if not sooner. e ‘{ Z>
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HI SISTERS AND BROTHERS:
WELL, T RECEIVED THE PACKET FROM JIM SATURDAY
AND IT IS MONDAY, SO I WILL WRITE A FEW LINES
AND GET IT ON THE WAY TO ELAINE. LETS SEE HOW
FAR IT CAN GET BY THE WEEKEND OF THE REUNION.
WE ARE GOING TO BATTLE CREEK THIS WEEKEND TO TAKE
PART IN THE LONGEST BREAKFAST TABLE AND AN AIR
SHOW. SHOULD BE REAL NICE.
I TALKED TO ELAINE ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO AND ALL IS
WELL UP THERE. ITS JUNE 8TH ALREADY AND I STILL
DON'T HAVE A GARDEN IN. I GUESS I HAD BETTER

o HURRY ALTHOUGH THE WEATHERMAN SAID IT WILL GET
DOWN TO 45 TONIGHT.
WE HAD BOTH DAUGHTERS ENGAGED A MONTH AGO AND
NOW IT LOOKS LIKE ONE IS POSTPONED INDEFINITELY
AND THE OTHER IS OFF. WHO KNOWS ANYMORE WHAT
IS GOING ON IN THIS TOPSI TERVI WORLD.
SHARI IS STARTING HER STUDENT TEACHING IN OW0SSO
IN THE FALL AND HOPEFULLY DANA WILL STILL BE AT
KELLOGGS IN BATTLE CREEK.
GUESS T WILL CALL IT A DAY. SEE YOU AT THE
REUNION. LOVE

MARTY AND SONDA
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Cadillac, MI 49601
July 6, 1992

Dear Family:

Letter time again, and we just finished the July 4th weekend. John called
last evening with his estimate of the reunion attendance and urging to us to visit
Uncle Leo soon.

We have two new Grand Sons in the past two months, Daughter Denise of Haslett
near East Lansing, and Son Joe of Coruynna near Benton Harbor. Both boys are doing
well as are the parents. They plan to be staying with us during the reunion in just
three weeks.,

Cousin Mary Rose Vadeboncour plans to be at the reunion as s special guest,
to see you all again., She is ve;y old and ailing,

We sure are getting the cool weather, but havs been getting enough rain to
keep things growing fairly well, that which survived the severe frosts of June. There
will be very little blueberries and cherries this year in this part of the state,

In spite of what you might think, I detect that everyone is in better than
average good health and in no desperate straights, according to your letters. Thank
God for this hasn't always been the case,

John spoke of pending job layoffs in Alpena, but we have actually been getting
more jobs in the Cadillac area the last several months. Not good paying jobs, but
work, which is vital for everyone, even retirees. I worked at Wallmarts for about
three weeks in early spring, but resigned because of wage and hour disputes, It
w asn't possible to have a regular evening meal together or even go to church on the
weekend because of ghedules. How does $4.25 sound for wages, I draw the line ft $5
or I work for free.

Some of you wrote about home ownership and buying homes. Three out of nine
of our children have homes being built or buying. I expect that may be average for

most families in this part of the country, I sure hope the numbers get better in the

near future. End of page & letter. See you all soon 774:45—~””
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Somehow the blueberries survived
the great Au Sable-Oscoda fire

BY ZELDA GARzA

I'am 92 and there are not many
people of my age left.

More than 80 years ago, when |
Wwas a young girl, my mother died. A
couple of years after her death, my dad,
James Somers, and | boarded with
Walter and Annje Wild. He was a
retired Great Lakes captain and town
assessor of Au Sable.

In summertime he would station
blueberry pickers in certain areas, and

MICHIGAN:

every couple of days he and | would
hitch up the horse and drive to the
Spots where the campers were and
pick up the berries, Then it was home
10 sort and pack them in quart boxes
and put them into crates, Then we
would take them to the DC (Detroit
and Cleveland Line) steamer docks so
they could go to Detroit and other
stops along the way. ’

We had many crates of berries
stacked on the ground to be taken to
the dock when the wall of flames from
the great Ay Sable-Oscoda fire closed
in on the town and pushed to the
lakeshore. The fire moved very fast
and I recall how church steeples would
fall and spread the fire more,

We threw a few things on the
Wagon and headed for the sand dunes,
We had no time to take food, but some
Mman came through the crowd with a
cow and a tin cup and each child
received a cup of milk,

hen it was safe we returned to
our home spot, Nothing was left except
those crates of berries, The tops were
scorched, but the bottom crates were
all right, ‘

Relief was set up in a few days, as
:Soon as the railroad tracks were

R T 0

In this school photo, taken in about
1912, Zelda Somers is the girl to
the right of the tall boy at center.

replaced, and barrels of food and
clothing, cots, stoves, tents and water
‘were brought in for ys, To achildit was
'fun after a while, but to older people it
‘must have been terrible,

' I'have been back to Au Sable a few
times since then, and things haye
changed. Oscoda is now the larger of

~ the two towns and my old friends are

gone. My sight is very dim but I'm
young at heart, and Michigan always
will have a place in my heart, [ was born
near Lincoln and two of my children
were born in Alpena and Ironwood,

Zelda Garza now lipes in Palm
Desert, Calif, and would like to receipe
newspaper clippings about the Ay
Sable-Oscodq JSire. Watch for Mich igan
Memories on Thursdays. Send your
story, with an accompanying
bhotograph of the time, to Michigan
Memories, Detroit Free Press, 321 w.
Lafayette, Detroit, Mich. 48226,
Please include your daytime phone
number,



HI BROTHERS AND SISTERS 9-11-92

@ THE LETTERS ARE COMING FASTER EACH TIME NOW AND
I WILL TAKE A FEW MOMENTS AND GET THEM IN THE

MAIL. ALL THE LETTERS WERE GREAT EXCEPT I COULD
NOT FIND JANICE'S SECOND PAGE.

WE ARE HOSTING THE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION TONIGHT
AFTER THE FOOTBALL GAME SO WE HAVE BEEN VERY
BUSY PREPARING FOR THAT. THIS IS SOMETHING
THAT EACH FAMILY TAKES THEIR TURN AND DOES AFTER
EACH FOOTBALL GAME.
I HAVE MY 30 YEAR OLD FURNACE TORN OUT IN PREP
FOR A NEW ONE. I WAS AFRAID TO GO ANOTHER
WINTER WITH THE OLD ONE. ALSO ADDING CENTRAL
',AJR. ALSO JUST PUT IN A NEW POWER BOX. ALSO
TORE THE DECK UP AND REPLACED A BUNCH OF 2X6'S.
YES, I KNOW THAT THERE IS NO REST FOR THE WICKED.

SHARI HAS STARTED HER STUDENT TEACHING AT OWOSSO
AND THAT WILL LAST THROUGH DEC. THEN IT IS BACK
TO MSU FOR THE BALANCE OF THE YEAR. THEN WHO
KNOWS WHERE FOR HER SPECIAL ED STUDENT TEACHING.
DANA IS STILL AT KELLOGG'S IN BATTLE CREEK. I
HOPE SHE STAYS THERE FOR A WHILE.

ELAINE, NOTHING IS NEW SINCE WE SAW YOU LAST.
JOE, THANKS AGAIN FOR THE NICE PARTY THIS
SUMMER. TELL DENISE THAT SHARI IS WORKING AT

@ THE OLIVE GARDEN IN THE EVENINGS IN OKEMOS. I
WOULD IMAGINE THAT SHE GETS BY THERE REAL OFTEN.



SIS, TELL JIM THAT HE DOES NOT NEED TO RUSH THIS
® GETTING MARRIED. WE ALL KNOW THAT SOMETIMES A
- LITTLE WAIT WON'T HURT ANYONE. YOU MUST HAVE
HAD A WONDERFUL SUMMER WITH ALL THE FAMILY CLOSE
BY. |

JANICE, YOU WRITE GOOD FOR RIDING IN THE CAR.

YOU SHOULD SEE MY WRITING JUST SETTING AT THE

DESK. MAYBE WE SHOULD ALL STAPLE OUR SECOND

PAGES SO WE DON'T LOOSE THE GOOD NEWS.

FRANK, THANKS FOR THE PICTURES. IT LOOKS LIKE

UNCLE LEO IS TAKING A NAP RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

OF THE PICTURE. THE DEAR AND THE YOUNG LADIES

ARE ALSO VERY PRETTY.

JACK, IT LOOKS LIKE THE STATE LEASES ON OIL
nWILL NOT MAKE ANYONE RICH. SORRY TO HEAR ABOUT
- ALL THE DEER BEING KILLED. THE EARLY AUTUMN

WEATHER WILL BRING MORE DEER OUT AND MORE WILL

BE HIT.

JIM, IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU HAD A NICE TRIP TO THE
SOUTHWEST. SAN ANTONIO IS A BEAUTIFUL CITY,
I SPENT FOUR WEEKS THERE BACK IN 1956 BUT DID NOT
GET DOWN TOWN ONCE. IT WAS IN AND OUT.
I WOULD LOVE TO GO SOME PLACE BESIDES FLORIDA
FOR A CHANGE. THE SCHOOL BOARD HAS THE ANNUAL
MEETING IN ANAHEIM NEXT SPRING BUT WHO KNOW IF
WE WILL WANT TO GO OR NOT.
WORK IS GOING GREAT AND I HAVE RAMBLED ON LONG

® EnoueH.  LOVE TO ALL, W
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Cadillac, MI 49601
Sept. 28, 1992

Dear Family:

Fall is here for sure, last week we had 27 for our morning low temp. (23rd),
and today it feels cool and is windy. Fall colors are very poor up to now and I
doubt that they will get anywhere near like normal, probably due in large part to
our cool summer,

We had visits from all three daughters and two of the sons in the last wesek
so we are ready for a slight rest, Elaine is about to take her yearly migration
to Arizona ghd some Fall heat.

We will have to bring in the green tomatoes if we ever expect to see them
ripen. This year we will try bringing in the whole plant to let the tomatoes finish,
we have been told that someone in the area does this with success, Usually they don't
ripen well when they haven® started to turn red before being taken from the plant.

It appears that you all enjoyed the reunion and it should be another good time
for next July with Elaine in Prudenville. I expect she will call for some assistance
from us that are closer and that will be fine. If in the future any one of you feel
like it is too much of a chore, don't hesitate to ask for help from anyone of us, it
is farr better for us to get together than any attempt to outdo those that have been
in the past, just go with what is available and handy, we will understand and help.
John: I would very much enjoy having a reunion down at the river on the old farm
some time (please try to make it happen some year soon), I expect most of the others
would enjoy it as well,

My fingers and this typewriter are not in very good sinc today so it must be
a signal to quit.

Daughter Kathy got a teaching job in Lansing and now lives almost next door to
Denise in Haslett, Son's Ken and Ron are in ITT Tech. Institute in Grand Rapids area.
I don' enpect any other location changes for a few months at least, We hope you all
are safe and well, especially Roger and his family in Kentucky. Life tries each of

us to see what we are made of--for the long haul. /;Ziwe.wu












Nov. 1, 1992

Dear Family:

I guess I will try to type this letter this time.
I've sat on them almost a month so it's time I got my
buns in gear. There's probably three dozen good reasons
why I'm so slow but I won't bore you with them.

I can't explain the missing 2nd. page of my last
letter. Jim claims it was missing when it got to him
so that only leaves Frafﬁ?ijﬁhgfever happened - we will
live with it. I gave them to Frank at the family
reunion.

We had big computer trouble last Friday at work.

I let my gal do the payroll so she knows how to do it
when I'm not there. She did something out of sequence
and we got 253 pages before the printer stopped. Our
software will not allow you to shut it off because if
you ask it for something it prints it now or whenever
you turn it back on. Due to networking (two or more
computers and printers working with the same program)
we printed three sets of checks before we got it right.
Then - I had my coat on to go home and one guy brought
his check to the office - It had paid him $700.00 for
9% hrs. of overtime. I did scan them but missed that.
What a day. I think I will age 10 years in the next
five trying to conquer the new electronic machines.

Frank, MaryEllen and your old buddy Bill Schulz
were married on Sept. 12th. He still hopes to meet up
with you for a good old chat sometime. He is a real nice
guy .

Ron got a 4 Point buck the first day or two of bow
season. Nothing since then. He hunts just north of

Rochester and goes out at dawn and/or dusk quite often.



As I read over all your letters, everybody is so busy

with the families, going on trips or working. I'm looking
forward to a few more leisure hours after I retire. But I
suppose that's a pipe dream. There's always too much of
something or not enough. Time - money - motivation. Take
your pick.

I plan to call Elaine when I get this letter written.
Also, Joe and his family in Minneapolis. They are lonesome
too. Aimee has just realized that moving meant not coming
back after a couple of weeks. They should be here for
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years. Joe has vacation time
to take advantage of. Joe came to Michigan on business and
stayed with us for three nights. We saw more of him than
when he was only two blocks away.

When Sis and Jan came to spend a few hours with Elaine
on her way to Arizona, They planned lunch at the Red Lobster.
I took the afternoon off - we met Phylis and Joyce Martin,
also,Jéyg@'g daughter and grand-daughter. We(EEE)a nice
party. If T remember right, I had a computer problem that
day too.

The river bank reunion sounds good to me too. It
seems like I remember mosquitoes down there. I guess we
would just have to come prepared.

I went up to Sis's a few Saturdays ago. She has been
giving me my periodic permanents the last year or so. It
gives us a chance to visit. How many of you have stopped
in at the Imlay City Museum to see Mom's wedding dress on
display?

Tuesday is the election and then the holidays are on
us once more. Take care all of you as you prepare for

this Holy Holiday. Love from,

AL
%%MJ
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